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MANITOBA WOMEN’S INSTITUTE (MWI)   
Board Meeting Agenda
  
January 21th, 2026 



	PRESENT: 	 	 
	Debra Barrett 	  President  
              Marge Knutson 	President Elect   
              Mallory Makinson                                        Office Administrator - regrets
              Vacant 	  	 MB Government Appointed Member 
	Michele Gurman 	 MB Government Appointed Member                                                       
            Liz Chongva                                            	   Southwest Regional Rep 
	               Liz Chongva                                               Northern Regional Rep 
	Thelma Blahey 	 MB Ag Representative 
	Gisela Nolting 	Winnipeg-Interlake Regional Rep 
	Ann Mandziuk 	  Home Ec. Rep 	 
 
 
Call to Order 9:03 a.m. 
 
1.   Adoption of the Agenda  
 
Motion: Moved by Liz Chongva that the agenda be adopted as amended. 
Seconded by Michele Gurman. CARRIED 
		Amendment – addition of items 7.1, 7.2, 7.3
 
2.   Approval of Minutes for November 19th, 2025 
 
Motion: Moved by Marge Knutson that the minutes from the Board Meeting held November 19th, 2025 be approved as circulated. Seconded by Michele Gurman.  CARRIED 

3.   Acceptance of the Financial Reports 
Motion: Moved by _______ that the financial reports for November 2025 be accepted as circulated/amended. Seconded by _______. CARRIED 
		Tabled pending approval by Finance Committee in February.

4. CORRESPONDENCE 
None

5. OA Report  
· I attended finance, and board meetings and prepared the board meeting and finance agenda/minutes. A wide variety of tasks completed in result of these meetings. 
· Month end finances completed and quickbooks balanced.
· Communicated and complied with Sensus to get the financial reports completed.
· Dealt with MWI e-mail being suspended.
· Mailed newsletter.
· Website is being continuously updated and monitored to keep it current. Updating current newsletters. Newsletters and Board Meeting Minutes added to website.
· Processing new memberships.
· Disbanding letters and information to three Women’s Institutes.
· Created content for social media, advertisements, etc. 
· Mailed Proclamation Signing letter to the Minister of Agriculture.
· Many other tasks were done this month; this is just a highlight of my month. 

6.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
None

7. NEW BUSINESS 

7.1 Newsletter
Articles required for February 1st to ensure the newsletter with the 2026 Resolutions is distributed by mid February.

7.2 FWIC Membership Fees
There are 60 MWI members to date. The 2026 FWIC fee is $6.25 per member,
Decision: Payment of FWIC fees will be made when all institutes have submitted heir membership lists.

7.3 Manitoba Agriculture Agreement
The agreement is in its final stages and should be forwarded to MWI within the next two weeks, per Steohanie Cruikshank (MB Agriculture).

8.    COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 
8.1   Executive – Debra Barrett
No Executive meeting was required. 

8.2   AGM 2026 and MWI Women’s Day – Debra Barrett 
AGM and MWI Women’s Day will be held on Friday, May 8th, 2026 in Dugald, Manitoba
Quote received for the luncheon – minimum meal order must be 50. Entrée choices are Pasta or Chicken Souvlaki at $17.50@. Dessert is an extra $3.50@

Action: Liz to seek an alternative provider who will offer a minimum of 40 meals.

8.3   Marketing & Promotion – Ann Mandziuk  
No meeting was held due to unexpected circumstances.
The M&P meeting will be held on Monday, February 2nd at 9 am on Zoom.

8.4   Bylaw & Policy – Debra Barrett 
Policies continue to be updated as required. The Bylaw was not updated at AGM 2025 due to the absence of ministerial direction on what constitutes a provincially accepted yearend financial review. The criteria regarding who is acceptable to perform a reviewed yearend financial statement will be updated in the Bylaw as well as any new or amended policies regarding MWI business matters.

8.5   Resolutions – Diane MacDonald  
Diane accepted the position of Chairperson. Due to MWI email issues the deadline was extended to January 15th, 2026. Two resolutions were submitted and will be approved or amended by January 31st.

8.6   Scholarship – Gisela Nolting  
Committee on hiatus until May 2026.

8.7   Finance – Marge Knutson
Our first meeting of the year was on Monday, January 12th/26.
We reviewed the minutes and also got an update from Mallory with regards to the MWI emails and MTS account. We are so grateful that the issues have all been resolved and running smoothly again.
The acceptance and reviews of the General Ledger (as it was incomplete) and the Profit and Loss documents are tabled until our next meeting, as they were unavailable at that time. The Committee will also look at the upcoming Budget for 2025-2026, as well. 
These items will be reviewed on our next meeting scheduled for Monday, February 9th, 2026.

8.8   International Peace Gardens – Audrey Clark
No report at this time.
	
8.9   FWIC – Debra Barrett
The FWIC board meeting was held in December the next meeting is scheduled for January 26th. Attached is the FWIC Outreach & Communication January meeting information. Discussion items were:

1- Project: Brenda D.  monthly articles for WI Connections
2- 100 Voices Stories: WI Day
Who do we have signed up to tell stories so far?
3- International Women’s Day: March 8, 2026 – the theme is “Give to Gain”. It was suggested that pictures of members/branches donating to various projects/hospitals/ etc be posted leading up to March 8.  What if we have President Lynn do a 1 minutes short video that ties the theme with WI?
4- Earth Day: April 22, 2026 – what can we do that is pre-recorded and who wants to do it?
Remember many of participants and organizers are getting ready to go to Ottawa and will not have time to organize.
5- AGM – July 7, 2026 - Virtual. Suggested guest speakers include those promoting advocacy or human trafficking experience, or someone like Pam Mood. Ideas or volunteers for making connections.
6- Coffee Tuesday: Angela S. December was well attended and enjoyed.  Shooting for 12-18 participants per event.  Dates for 2026…January 20th, March 10th, May 12th.  No summer sessions and will do one again in December 2026. Casual conversations, directed topic of discussion, and possible activity to be included.
7- WI Connections:  Angela S.  New regular articles are coming, and we will continue to call for input from individuals and provinces.   We seem to be holding our own with current submissions.
8- FWIC Brochure:  New brochures will be required this year for various events.  President Lynn to present ideas for what will be required.

8.10   MB Agriculture – Thelma Blahey 
Action: Thelma will forward a written report to the MWI OA.

Manitoba Ag Days recorded their Youth Speakers and are available to watch on You Tube under MB Young Speakers for Agriculture.

Funding grant is in process. Agreements are wither a Ministerial priority or an Department priority.

Veterinarians for big animals are becoming non-existent. Most vets are female and want to work parttime to raise families.

Action: MWI to put in a resolution at AGM 2027 regrading veterinary services for big animals and regular veterinary services in rural areas.

8.11    Agriculture & Rural Development – Gisela Nolting 
Manitoba Ag Days will be in Brandon Jan. 20-22, 2026. Please check out the interesting topics and speakers.
Cereals Canada will build a new facility on the corner of Lombard Ave. and Westbrook St. in downtown Winnipeg. Construction is expected to be finished in 2027. The new facility will be called the “Global Agriculture Technology Exchange. It will include room for specialty milling research, a bakery, pasta making, malting and brewing, oat processing, and office space as well as educational room.
The Manitoba government established a new crown corporation “The Manitoba Crown-Indigenous Corporation” (MCIC). It will further the development of the Port of Churchill.  This project is also on the list of “transformative strategies” under the federal government’s Major Projects Office of Canada. Together with the Arctic Gateway Group this project will upgrade the Port of Churchill, expand trade corridors with an all-weather road, an upgraded rail line, a new energy corridor, and marine ice-breaking capacity.
The Canadian Foos Inspection Agency (CFIA) tested olive oil samples from April 2023 and March 2024. It found that 22 of 92 samples contained lower value vegetable oils, or that claim of “extra virgin” and “cold pressed” were false. Testing hard cheeses found that cellulose was found in higher levels than permitted. Cellulose is an anti-caking agent. Imported honey often contains other sugars from cane, corn and rice.

8.12    Nomination – Liz Chongva
No report at this time.
Suggestion to hold a contest with a monetary reward for the successful nomination for President-elect.

8.13   Strategic Plan – Debra Barrett 
The Committee continues to review the plan to ensure compliance.

8.14   Made in Manitoba Project – Michelle Gurman
No submission at this time.

8.15   Restructuring Committee – Debra Barrett 
Committee on hiatus.

8.16   ACWW – Gisela Nolting
The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) declared 2026 the “International Year of the Woman Farmer”. It is a global campaign to recognize women’s crucial, often overlooked, Contributions to global agrifood systems and the work towards closing persistent gender gaps.
The FAO is a specialized agency of the UN that leads international efforts to defeat hunger and improve nutrition and food security. It’s Latin motto “fiat panis” translates to “let there be bread”. FAO was founded in 1945 in Quebec City, Canada.
At our January ACWW coordinator zoom meeting we discussed the different roles women have in agriculture and agriculture related businesses. These include farmers, producers, peasants, family and smallholder farms, seasonal laborers, fishers, beekeepers, foresters, processors, traders etc.
What roles do farm women play in our communities?
Women cultivate and plant fields, operate machinery, getting parts and supplies, feeding the harvest crews, first aid, bookkeeping, banking, childcare, sitting on farm boards, chairing meetings, filling in if a worker is sick, volunteering with ag societies and so on.
ACWW is a longtime supporter of rural women.

9. In-Camera Session    
No discussion
Next Board Meeting Date: March 18th, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. with a view to setting meeting dates for the start of the fall session and determining committee chairpersons.
10. Adjournment 
Motion to adjourn moved by Liz Chongva. Meeting adjourned by Debra Barrett at 9:59 a.m. 
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